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tianity and Islam "2S, yet this was an isolated statement,
and in general he was quite clear in both editions that
Christianity is a religion by far inferior to Islam, and that
anyone who adheres to it is rather stupid. Moreover, "the
social and political condition of the nations subject to the
sway of Christianity was..,deplorable"24. In the Eastern
Roman Empire the degradation was incredible, and reached
its depth under Justinian, when a harlot was accepted as
the queen. Liberty of thought was completely stamped
out. He is rather fascinated by the moral horror of those
times, seen mostly in the two aspects of intellectual narrow-
ness and, above all, sexual impurity. "Humanity revolts
from the accounts of the crimes which sully the annals of
Christian Constantinople " 25.
Whatever the defects of this writer, his chief concern
and his chief contribution was to supply the new modernized
Islam with modern and substantial content. By far the
largest part of his work is devoted to a liberal and positive
exposition of the prophet, the religion, and the history of
Islam. And, looked at from within Islam, it is a marvellous
achievement. It is scholarly, comprehensive, generally
sober, and altogether able to impress and to convince.
Accepting the work of Aligarh as a 'foundation, and build-
ing upon it, it presents Islam as a religion grand, noble, and
modern. (Sir Sayyid's religion, and still Sir Ahmad
Husayn's, is modern enough, but lacks grandeur ; there is
nothing wrong with it, but nothing very noble either; at
least, nothing very ennobling.) Old superstitions, vices,
immaturities, all that is now inferior or outgrown, are most-
ly ignored; or, in so far as they are acknowledged, are
swept away as subsequent accretions to the pure
Islam, or are regarded as but the temporary reflec-
tions of a former day. The decadence of the age out of
which the religion has just come, is repudiated ; and all the
trappings of that age are cast aside, but to be replaced with
modern ones. The ideals, the approaches, the way of
putting things, the religious spirit, all are now contem-
porary, relevant to the new, liberal age. And this new